
 

 

Stories of Premature Birth and Lethal and Non-Lethal Fetal Anomalies  

Involving Fetal Surgery, Perinatal Hospice  

 
Fetal Surgery: 

 Kentucky, 2006: Colleen and Blake received a prenatal diagnosis at 20 weeks that their son 

had a life-threatening case of hydrocephalus and spina bifida. Skilled surgeons performed 

fetal surgery on baby Nate at 23 weeks in utero and then he received intensive care upon 

birth. In 2011 he turned five years old.1   

 Wisconsin, 2012: April Leffingwell received the prenatal diagnosis at 20 weeks that her son 

had a rare and possibly life-threatening condition called CCAM, and that he had a large 

tumor in his lung. At 25 weeks in utero, doctors removed the tumor during fetal surgery. 

Eight weeks later, he was born, and he is now two years old.2 

 Georgia, 1999: Julie and Alex Armas were given the prenatal diagnosis at 15 weeks that their 

son had permanent nerve damage from an opening in his spine due to spina bifida. Doctors 

said half of babies with spina bifida are aborted, but they refused. At 21 weeks, Samuel was 

operated on in utero, and in 2012 he was a healthy12-year-old.3 

 

Lethal/Life-Threatening Anomalies with Survival or Perinatal Hospice: 

 Rhode Island, 2014: Sonia and Rony Morales were given a prenatal diagnosis that their 

daughter had anencephaly and was missing parts of her brain and skull. Doctors said baby 

Angela was “incompatible with life” and suggested abortion. The Morales’ refused, and 

Angela underwent a successful brain surgery last May. She turned one year old this March.4 

 Pennsylvania, 2000: Retired Philadelphia Eagles player Vaughn Hebron and wife Kim were 

given a prenatal diagnosis at five months of twin-twin transfusion, a life-threatening 

condition. They decided to continue with the pregnancy, though doctors said there was a 70% 

chance one or both twins would die. Son Savaughn received intensive care, and now he and 

his brother are healthy teenagers.5  

 Florida, 2013: Lindsey and Kevin Dennis were given a prenatal diagnosis at 20 weeks that 

their daughter had a fatal type of anencephaly. Doctors offered abortion, but instead they 

welcomed Sophie who lived for 10 hours surrounded by the love of family and friends.6 

                                                           
1 http://www.benotafraid.net/Articles/Detail/tabid/2340/ArticleId/32/Let-Me-Decide.aspx; 
http://whatnatesaidtoday.blogspot.com/    
2 http://dailysignal.com/2014/12/09/elijahs-story-life-saved-birth/  
3 http://illinoisreview.typepad.com/illinoisreview/2012/01/samuel.html; 
http://www.foxnews.com/story/2009/05/06/ten-years-later-boy-hand-hope-continues-to-spark-debate/; 
http://www.nationalrighttolifenews.org/news/2013/04/an-update-on-samuel-armas-a-flash-of-life/#.VUzi3_lVikp    
4 http://www.people.com/article/miracle-baby-angela-morales-anencephaly-celebrates-first-birthday; 
http://www.nationalrighttolifenews.org/news/2014/12/baby-angela-continues-to-defy-odds-turns-eight-
months/#.VUzXHvlVikq   
5 http://www.chop.edu/stories/twin-twin-transfusion-syndrome-savaughn-and-savions-story#.VLBPsSvF8T-  
6 https://vaporandmist.wordpress.com/2013/07/23/why-we-chose-to-carry-sophie/  
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 Washington, 2005: Jeanne and Steve Deibert received a prenatal diagnosis that their son had 

Trisomy 18, a chromosomal anomaly that causes heart and kidney problems so severe that 

less than 10% of babies survive the first year. Deciding against abortion, Jeanne gave birth to 

baby Robbie who lived for 29 days during which time the hospital provided perinatal hospice 

care for him. Family, friends, and their priest visited them, and because of the support Jeanne 

described the experience as serene.7 

 Pennsylvania, 2008: Senator Rick Santorum and wife Karen were given a prenatal diagnosis 

that their daughter had life-threatening Trisomy 18. Bella survived with medical care, and 

turns seven years old this May.8 

 

Very Premature Birth: 

 Germany, 2010: Freida Mangold was born at 21 weeks and five days into the pregnancy 

after her mother suffered complications. After receiving intensive care, she was able to go 

home with “no indication that she will not be healthy” according to her doctor. She is 

Europe’s youngest premature baby known to survive.9 

 Florida, 2006: Amillia Taylor was delivered by emergency C-section when she was 21 

weeks and six days gestation. She received medical care and survived. As of 2007, she 

showed no signs of long-term effects of prematurity.10 

 Canada, 1987: James Gill was born at 21 weeks and five days into the pregnancy and 

weighed just over one pound. His mother suffered complications, so before his birth, doctors 

prepared for a stillborn. He is known as the most premature baby to survive, and is now in his 

20s with no seeming severe health condition.11 

 England, 2015: Bella Davison was born at 23 weeks, weighing one pound. Doctors said she 

wouldn’t live through the night, but she did and after six months of medical care, she was 

healthy enough to go home.12 

 New Jersey, 2013: Faith Massey was born prematurely at 23 weeks due to a placenta 

infection. Weighing only 15 ounces, she received months of intensive care and was finally 

able to go home healthy.13 

 Virginia, 2008: Charlotte Ryun was born at 24 weeks due to a placenta complication and 

major bleeding in her mother. Charlotte underwent intensive care, and is now seven years old 

and in good health.14 

 

                                                           
7 http://www.trisomy18.org/site/PageServer?pagename=whatisT18_whatis; 
http://www.nbcnews.com/id/23682263/#.VK6WUCvF8T8; http://www.newsweek.com/hospice-care-babies-
84583  
8 http://townhall.com/columnists/ricksantorum/2013/03/19/celebrating-bella-our-gift-from-god-
n1537653/page/full  
9 http://healthland.time.com/2011/05/27/baby-born-at-21-weeks-survives-how-young-is-too-young-to-save/  
10 http://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-1021034/The-tiniest-survivor-How-miracle-baby-born-weeks-legal-
abortion-limit-clung-life-odds.html  
11 http://www.canada.com/topics/bodyandhealth/story.html?id=db8f33ab-33e9-429f-bedc-b6ca80f61bdc  
12 http://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-2901720/Baby-born-just-ONE-week-legal-abortion-limit-weighing-
just-1lb-finally-goes-home-six-months-hospital.html  
13 http://abcnews.go.com/Health/mom-faith-survival-hospitals-tiniest-baby/story?id=20100148&page=2  
14 http://www.cbn.com/tv/1580098951001  
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